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Drew McOnie

Drew McOnie is 23 years old. A past alumni of Tring Park School,

he is already an accomplished performer, director and choreographer.
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e joined Tring Park School for the Performing Arts (formerly Arts
Educational School, Tring Park) at the age of 12 and was there
for 6 years. Drew is currently working on a production of Shall
We Dance? at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre and he’s choreographing
his own production of Call Me Madam, a revival of an old MGM
musical.

He's also currently collaborating with a writer on an idea for a

new musical and has recently formed the Drew McOnie Dance Theatre group.

Drew’s story

As a young child, | often watched lots of live theatre and always had an interest in
choreography, in fact, at under 10 years old | knew | wanted to control and produce the
overall image that was being presented. So much so, that | used to gather my friends
together in the playground to recreate scenes from West End shows.

My obvious passion for the performing arts prompted my mother to answer an
advertisement for open auditions for a production of The Snowman when | was just 9
years old. With no formal training, | attended the blind audition and with a display of
improvised dancing was successfully cast as the principal boy.

The Director of The Snowman, Robert North, was so impressed by my performance
that he and several members of the cast all suggested that | should apply for a position
atTring Park School for the Performing Arts. My family were very supportive of this move
and gave me plenty of encouragement as they knew I'd always been interested in singing
and dancing.

| have some great memories of Tring Park and of the friends | made, many of whom
I'm still working with today, who shared my same passion and understanding of
performance. We all supported each other throughout the years and shared a strong
feeling of camaraderie as we progressed through the school.

| knew that Tring Park was exactly the right place to be as it gave me an exciting and

’

¢ vibrant place to study singing and dancing with proper academic training. | admit at

: times | found the training at Tring Park very physically demanding, very athletic and was
: carried out in tandem with studies for my GCSE's and A levels but the support | got was

: amazing. Ultimately, | was so excited to be doing what | loved; it didn't feel like we were
: studying as we all enjoyed it so much.

: Acceptance

: Having joined Tring Park at such a young age, | didn't really keep in touch with old friends
: but! did notice people behaved very differently to me once | had been accepted at the

: school. Instead of feeling like an awkward outsider, people now spoke to me and showed
: aninterest in what | was doing, giving me a popularity I'd not experienced before.

: Tring Park provided me with a very ‘protected’ environment, which | feel was essential,

: especially at such a young age, in which to train and develop.

The tutors provided widely varied training in many genres and were a big influence on

: me, making me stronger and giving me solid career training. -

Being at Tring Park isn't anything like Britain’s Got Talent or the X-Factor. It's far harder

work and much less glamorous! I've got nothing against these shows, although | did

: initially think that they took opportunities away from people who had dedicated their

: lives to performing arts careers. With hindsight, | now feel that the genre has actually

: helped to revive interest i live theatre and driven much needed audience numbers up.

: They also encourage young people to take more of an interest in the performing arts, but
: people should be under no illusions about how much hard work is actually involved.

A thorough, comprehensive training over several years, like the training provided by

Tring Park, helps you to develop a sense of professional etiquette and a healthy mindset
: for the industry. The ability to handle pressure as well as rejection and failure is a good

: example of this — an ability that some applicants for TV talent shows obviously don't

: have.

I'm currently working on a production of Shall We Dance? in which | perform. It

. opens in Summer 2009 at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre. I'm also choreographing my

own production of Call Me Madam, a revival of an old MGM musical to be held at the
Gatehouse Theatre in Highgate.
In 10 years time, I'd like to see myself directing and choreographing my own
productions and I'm currently collaborating with a writer on an idea for a new musical.
I've also recently formed the Drew McOnie Dance Theatre group with a collection of
dancers who have helped and inspired me and my career.

Learning curve
As a professional performer, I've had to learn to deal with occasional disappointment
but it’s all part of a valuable learning curve. In the performing arts, disappointments can
happen reqularly so thé ability to pick yourself up again is essential — and something
better always comes along eventually!

| feel very lucky to have such a happy career and life, being able to do what | love doing
every day. None of this would have been possible without the thorough training | received
atTring Park School for the Performing Arts. GZ2)
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